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ANSWERING YOUR OWN QUESTIONS 

June 2022 for University entry September 2023
Distributed June 2022
Selecting a Course/University

This is crucially important – consider the course, the geographical situation of the university, the cost of living away from home, the “feel” of the university.  You are making major decisions about your future, so it is worth some real and urgent thought.

Your choice of course (and the fees associated with it) – remember that universities are now in a position to charge different levels of fees for different courses, and this should be a factor in your considerations. You can check course fees for individual courses on the UCAS website. Remember – you do not pay fees ‘upfront’ but when you start earning after university. 

· You can choose up to FIVE courses – all at the same university, or at five different universities, or a variation therein.  

· If you are applying for medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine or veterinary science, you can only choose FOUR. If you give more than four choices for Medicine courses (codes A100, A101, A103, A104 and A106), Dentistry courses (codes A200, A203, A204, A205 and A206) or Veterinary Medicine or Veterinary Science (D100, D101), your application will not be processed. You will have to reduce your choices in these subjects to four but this will delay your application and you could miss the deadline. However, you can still use your remaining fifth choice for a different course if you want to. 

· Some courses (for example in Medicine, some Law courses, some Health Care related courses, a few English courses etc etc) require candidates to sit additional entrance tests – see later advice regarding ‘Admissions Tests June 2022 for University Entry 2023’ - it is VITAL that you register early for such tests.
· UCAS deals with applications to Oxford and Cambridge – however both of these universities will require additional entrance tests / interviews – Ensure you give your name to Mr Martin TODAY if you are contemplating applying to Oxbridge. 

How do I inform myself?

1. Go to www.ucas.com - it has a superb Course and University Search Facility. UCAS Hub is also a new tool to help you organise your UCAS application.
2. Consult the University Prospectuses (in pigeon-holes in Careers Area), and also links to their websites via www.ucas.com
3. Useful websites e.g. The Complete University Guide, Discover Uni and Save the Student.

4. A visit to a University is ALWAYS advisable, particularly if it is outside the province.

What happens to my UCAS form?

1. It is sent to all the institutions you have applied to.  It is examined by Admissions Tutors.  Each university knows only that you have applied to them – your applications are unseen by other universities, and unranked.
2. Admissions Tutors make decisions (to offer or to reject) and communicate these to UCAS, who in turn send them to you by the end of May at the latest.

3. Once you have received all of your offers, you hold on to two offers – your Firm Choice (1st), and your Insurance Choice (2nd Choice); you decline the other offers.

What factors will Admissions Tutors take into account when making decisions?

1. Your GCSE results

2. Your subject combination

3. Your AS results and your predicted A2 results

4. Your Personal Statement

5. Your School Reference

6. Your relevant/work experience

7. Interview (limited to certain courses)
8. Admissions test score (limited to certain courses)

Counting UCAS Tariff Points

Instead of asking for grades, a university might express their offer as a number of ‘tariff’ points. To help understand how many points a qualification is worth, UCAS has a Tariff calculator that you can use.

A new tariff has been in place for the last 3 years... one key change under the new UCAS Tariff is to the points allocated to the AS qualification. The AS has been repositioned to 40% of the full A level (instead of 50%). See the table below for AS and A2 tariff scores. 
NOTE…Universities and colleges will not count the Tariff points from an AS qualification if the learner has progressed to the full A level. Learners should review a university or college’s entry requirements for any AS requirements.
	AS Grade
	Points
	A2 Grade
	Points
	BTEC (CLC pupils)

	
	
	  A*
	56
	  Distinction*

	A
	20
	A
	48
	Distinction

	B
	16
	B
	40
	

	C
	12
	C
	32
	Merit

	D
	10
	D
	24
	

	E
	6
	E
	16
	Pass


Remember, do not double count your AS and A2 Grade in the same subject. For example, if you get a grade B at A2 in History, and you already have a grade B in History from AS, it counts as 40 points in total (NOT 56).

Some course offers will be a MIXTURE of points along with SPECIFIC grades, for example – a History course may require 120 points to include at least an A in History – so your points may be made up as follows History (A) 48 points, English Lit (B) 40 points, Geography (C) 32 points. 

In this case, because you have got the necessary 120 points AND the required A in History, you would get on to the course. However, if you got 3 Bs, which also equals 120 points, you would not get a place on this course as you will have not satisfied the specific course requirements (missing the A grade in History). 
In short – when the offers start coming in, READ THEM CAREFULLY and, if in doubt (or even just to check), come and seek advice!
UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS – Initial Advice, June 2022
The information below will prove useful if you have an area of study in mind. However, this list is by no means exhaustive (the range of courses and universities is vast), and if you have a query about the entrance requirements for any subject at Higher Education not included here you should not hesitate to contact the University concerned or ask any of the Careers staff.

This information comes with a health warning! Please note that the following advice is based on current university entrance requirements.  Given the fluctuating demand for places it is inevitable that grade and subject requirements will change from year to year so be warned! The Careers Department will continue to support Year 14 students with the most current information available but, as always, it is the student’s responsibility to check University prospectuses and websites for the most up-to-date information. Also note, whilst university prospectuses publish typical entrance grade requirements – the universities are within their rights to amend these details and any offers they subsequently make to you!

Furthermore, as well as your AS grades, universities will take your Personal Statement, School Reference, anticipated A2 grades, and especially your GCSE grades into account.

Accounting/Finance


Some universities may give a reduced offer if you have A-level Maths. Entry grades at QUB are high AAB (with B in GCSE Maths.  UU is ABB (or BBB wit A-level Maths). Can be a little lower in England depending on where you apply. Accounting with Management requires high grades too – ABB or BBB.  Entry grades for Law with Accounting range between AAB & BCC.  Law with Accounting requires top grades – it is a very competitive field!

Architecture


Universities don't usually ask for A Levels (or equivalent) in specific subjects, however previous study in a combination of maths, science and art subjects will strengthen your application. You may be invited to an interview where you will be asked to present a portfolio. Grades mostly ABB-BBC, though competition for places in some universities will inflate these grades.   

Business Studies


This can be a combined degree, and may include, for example, Marketing or a Language.  Range of Grades AAB-CCC depending on where you apply to, and at least a grade B in GCSE Maths is often requested. University of Ulster is a popular destination for Business related degrees, and entry grades are currently BBC.
Computing/IT


A2 Maths often required for Computer Science courses. IT courses are developing and emerging all the time and sometimes good A2/AS grades plus GCSE Maths is sufficient – check the requirements in the prospectuses.

Dentistry

Normally Biology and Chemistry – the third A2 subject may vary. Grades are high – QUB ask AAA, some ask AAB.  Interviews and admissions tests are likely.

Engineering

At most universities the degrees available are BSc BEng (Bachelors in Engineering) and MEng.  A MEng (Masters in Engineering) is a four-year course. Maths and Physics are almost always required, and the third subject may be from the Arts.  Experience in Engineering (Work Experience) is desirable. Excellent courses with work placements available. BEng and BSc – almost always Maths Physics and one other A2. Entry levels vary. Engineering courses include:  Aeronautical, Electronic, Industrial, Mechanical, Chemical and Civil. Industrial Engineering likes A2 Chemistry. Grades for MEng often AAB or ABB plus interview. BEng varies from BBC to DDD depending on the university. You need to check with universities for requirements since there is such a wide range of courses. 

Law

Whilst all universities will take any three subjects at A2, there is a case for taking a combination of subjects which encompasses English Literature, History, Government & Politics, or a Modern Language…but do not be put off applying if your AS profile includes none of the above subjects! However, do be wary of taking any subject with a predominantly practical orientation! A popular option is Law and a Modern Language, or European Law. (In this case there will be one year spent in the country of the target language via the Erasmus Scheme). If you study Law outside the province a conversion course is required to practice in Northern Ireland, although Dundee offer a course which sidesteps this. Grades are high – e.g. QUB AAA. Some of the newer universities ask for slightly lower grades. You may have to sit an LNAT entrance test. 

Medicine

Double Award Science, or all three sciences if studied separately, are required at GCSE level. Chemistry and Biology to at least AS level are essential, but both are highly recommended to A2 level. Some Arts subjects are approved as a third A2 level, but some medical schools require a third science. Grade range is generally very high (AAAa/AABa/A*AA). An extremely strong GCSE profile is required to even be considered. In previous years QUB have asked for predominantly A* results with a lesser number of A grades. It is essential that prospectuses are checked thoroughly because competition is so high that specific entrance requirements are introduced to distinguish between the best and the VERY best. You will almost always be required to sit an additional admissions test, and if this is the case, you will need to register for tests ASAP! You will also be asked to attend for interview. 

Nursing & Midwifery
Some universities will accept applications to both Nursing and Midwifery, whereas others will immediately rule you out if you apply to both. This is because the course may be so competitive that they only want people who are completely committed to one or the other. 
Pharmacy

Chemistry plus two of Maths/Physics/Biology. Grades range between AAA and BBC.

Physiotherapy


Entrance grades range between AAA/ABB/BBC. They may ask for one science but pressure is high on places and those with three sciences may take priority!  University of Ulster requires pupils to sit a further Admissions Test (HPAT) – see www.hpat.org.uk ALSO, you need to check that you have the required GCSE subjects – for some universities, GCSE Chemistry is a must! 
Psychology

Competitive.  QUB ask ABB or AAB. Other universities vary between AAA and CCC, depending on where you are prepared to go.

Speech/Occupational Therapy

This can also be very competitive and will often require an interview. UU require an Admissions Test (HPAT).  

Sports Studies


High demand, and therefore high entrance requirements. AAB to CCC for good courses. Achievement and prowess are often helpful. Some like Biology. Check requirements carefully, especially at University of Ulster, where elite athlete status may be required.

Veterinary

Most universities prefer the three sciences, plus a fourth AS subject. This is extremely competitive. Grades AAA-ABBa plus experience. The interview is very important too. Experience essential
Teacher Training


There are two main routes into teaching:

1. Complete an Honours Degree in your chosen subject and then apply for a place on a PGCE course (a one year Post Graduate Certificate in Education).

2. Follow a specifically designed Teacher Training course (BEd) at a teacher-training college such as Stranmillis University College or St Mary’s University College. 
Application to Stranmillis University College is made via the UCAS form.  It is highly advisable to take AS and A2 subjects which are common in the school curriculum – this will enhance your chances of admission, and make you more employable too!  Stranmillis offers a variety of courses, and the entry requirements vary according to the course. If you apply you will be called for interview, and this by far is the most important part of the selection procedure. Not all subject specialisms are offered at Stranmillis – check the prospectus. Also, not all Stranmillis courses qualify you to teach – take care when applying!
Applications to St Mary’s University College http://www.stmarys-belfast.ac.uk/ are made directly to the college (i.e. NOT via UCAS) – visit the website for further details. You will be called for interview. 

If applying for teaching, you SHOULD ensure you work as an ACADEMIC mentor – take note, as your competitors for places will all be doing work such as this!

Admissions Tests June 2022 for University Entry 2023
Make sure you know if you need to take an admissions test 

Some universities and colleges require you to pass an admissions test as well as standard qualifications if you are applying for courses in certain subjects. The details for a few of these tests are provided below. 
YOU MUST CHECK COURSE SEARCH ON THE UCAS WEBSITE TO SEE IF THE COURSE(S) YOU ARE APPLYING TO REQUIRE YOU TO TAKE ADDITIONAL ADMISSIONS TESTS – A WARNING, YOU MUST CHECK AND ADHERE TO DEADLINES AND NOTE, PLACES IN TEST CENTRES FILL UP EARLY, SO DO THIS PROMPTLY!
Other admissions tests may be required which are not listed on this page. Please check the Entry Profiles for your chosen course(s) on Course Search, contact your chosen universities and colleges or check their websites.
BioMedical Admissions Test (BMAT) 

- For entry to medicine, veterinary medicine and biomedical science courses.

The National Admissions Test for Law (LNAT) 
- For entry to law.

Sixth Term Examination Papers (STEP) 

- For entry to mathematics at the University of Cambridge and University of Warwick.

University Clinical Aptitude Test (UCAT) 
- For entry to medical and dental schools.

Note… MANY MANY courses at Oxford and Cambridge require additional entrance tests – again, CHECK COURSE SEARCH AND UNIVERSITY WEBSITES

It is the responsibility of each pupil to research this matter, to find out if the course being applied to has these, or any other specific entry requirements, and to register for any necessary admissions tests. 
However, anyone who thinks that they may apply to a course which requires an admissions test MUST give their name to Mr McMorris today. Careers staff will of course support you in this and you must not hesitate to ask for help or clarification if you need it. We have preparatory materials for the tests in the Careers Library which you should consult.  The websites listed here may also be essential reading. 
The following information is on the most commonly sat tests (at the time of writing – please check!). 
UCAT Universities
Candidates intending to apply in 2022 for entry to one of the universities and courses listed below in 2023, or for deferred entry, are required to register for the UCAT as early as possible (May) and sit it by 29th September 2022 - BOOK EARLY!!!
The information below may be subject to change. Candidates should always check the entry requirements for each course before booking a test. Some universities may have different requirements for overseas or graduate applicants. 
University and UCAS Course Code -   University of Aberdeen A100, A201, Anglia Ruskin University A100, Aston University A100, University of Birmingham A100, A101, A200, University of Bristol A100, A108, A206, A208, D108, Brunel University London A100, Cardiff University A100*, A200, University of Dundee A100, A104, A200, University of East Anglia A100, A104, Edge Hill University A100, A110, University of Edinburgh A100, University of Exeter A100*, University of Glasgow A100, A200, Hull York Medical School A100, A101, Keele University A100*, A104, Kent and Medway Medical School A100, King's College London A100, A101, A102, A202, A205, A206, University of Leicester A100, A199, University of Liverpool A100*, A200, University of Manchester A104, A106, A204, A206, Newcastle University A100, A101, A206, University of Nottingham A100, A10L, A108, A18L, University of Plymouth A100, A206, Queen Mary University of London A100, A101, A110, A200, Queen's University Belfast A100, A200*, University of Sheffield A100, A101, A200, University of Southampton  A100, A101, A102, University of St Andrews A100, A990, St George's, University of London A100, BB96, University of Sunderland A100, University of Warwick A101, University of Worcester A101.
BioMedical Admissions Test (BMAT)
Students usually need to register in September to apply to sit the November series of the BMAT. BMAT’s website advises that you check with your chosen institution(s) to confirm which BMAT test session(s) they will accept. Whichever series you need to do, make sure to BOOK EARLY!!!
Universities currently requiring the BMAT (Biomedical Admissions) Test http://www.admissionstestingservice.org/our-services/medicine-and-healthcare/bmat/about-bmat/
Brighton and Sussex Medical School A100 Medicine, Imperial College London A100 Medicine, Keele University (Keele requires only ‘overseas for fees’ applicants to take BMAT) A100 Medicine, Lancaster University A100 Medicine & Surgery, A104 Medicine & Surgery with a Gateway Year, University of Manchester Medical School (for some groups of international applicants only, check the University's website for full details) A106 MBChB Medicine and A104 MBChB Medicine (with foundation year), University College London A100 Medicine, University of Cambridge A100 Medicine, University of Leeds A100 Medicine A101 Gateway Year to Medicine A200 Dentistry, University of Oxford A100 Medicine BC98 Biomedical Sciences.

Health Professions Admissions Test (HPAT-Ulster)… this has been discontinued and was replaced by a video interview for 2022.
Previously it was used for entry to certain health profession courses at the University of Ulster: 

BSc Hons Dietetics BSc Hons Occupational Therapy BSc Hons Physiotherapy BSc Hons Podiatry BSc Hons Radiography (Diagnostic) BSc Hons Radiography (Therapeutic)  BSc Radiotherapy and Oncology BSc Hons Speech & Language Therapy 

The LNAT (National Admissions Test for Law) 

http://www.lnat.ac.uk/
Registration opens on 1 August and testing begins on 1 September 2022
The LNAT must be taken by all applicants (UK, EU and overseas) to undergraduate law programmes at 
Bristol (course codes M100, MR11, MR12 and MR13), University of Cambridge (course code M100), Durham (course codes M101, M102), Glasgow (course codes M114, M1R7, M1R1, M121, M1R2, M122, M1R3, M1M9, M1RR, M1R4, M123,  MN11, MN12, MV13, ML11, MQ13, MQ15, ML17, MV11, MV15, ML12, MR17, M100, M9R1, M9R2, M9R3, M9R4, MN19, ML13, M1L1, MQ93, MQ95, MV91, MV95, ML92), Kings College London (course codes LM21, M100, M121, M122, M190), London School of Economics (course code M100), University of Oxford (course codes M100, M190, M191, M192, M193, M194), University of London (course codes M100 LLB and all other combination including Law M102 LLB senior status does not require LNAT), UCL (course codes M100, M101, M102, M141, M142, M144, M145, M146).
It is advisable to register for examination well in advance of the published dates in order to secure a place in a local test centre.  

The latest entry fees for the tests are:

BMAT 

£61.00 (if applied for on time)
UCAT  

£70.00
LNAT 

£75.00 

Scholarships are available to help with the costs of some of the above, for example, students in receipt of a full EMA may be entitled to free testing. Check the websites for further information. 

Advice on University Interviews - A quick guide

Distributed June 2022
“The interview should be a two-way interaction so make sure the student is aware that they should participate and contribute”

	Interviews

· Interviews have become more unusual over the past 10 years but some departments and universities still interview and between October and April students may be required to attend such interviews.  They may be combined with an open day visit so it’s a chance for a student to find out about the university department as well as vice versa.

The following notes provide some important guidelines and could be used in a mock-interview context.  Read thoroughly.

General points

· An invitation to an interview means the institution is interested in a student – they will not interview if there’s absolutely no chance of an offer.

· It should be a two-way interaction so make sure the student is aware that they should participate and contribute in the interview.

· Students should expect to be challenged about their reasons for choosing their chosen subject.  The whole thing can last anything between ten minutes and an hour.

· It is usually with one person, but could be two, three or four.

· Students may be expected to undertake some tests or exercises during the interview, dependant on the subject applied for.
· It’s impossible to prepare for the perfect interview but students should be ready for the following:

· Questions surrounding their desire to study their chosen subject.  This is bound to come up.  Students should be prepared to expand on the reasons they described in their personal statement.

· Questions about their AS/A Level/Vocational A-Level subjects – they should be positive (even if they have some doubts about aspects of their studies).

· Questions arising from their personal statement.

· Students should be familiar with everything that they included on their UCAS application.

· What play/film/television drama have you seen recently?  What books have you read?

· What grades do you expect in you’re A Level course or Vocational A Level? (note: the interviewer almost certainly has access to students predicted grades, and may be testing their self-awareness, making sure they know exactly what their predicted grades are).

· Why do you want to go to university?

· Where do you see yourself in five or ten year’s time?

· What do you think are your major strengths and/or weaknesses?
	
	To prepare, students should:

· Read the prospectus/course leaflet/website (usually the most up to date) entry to make sure they know about the college or university and the course content and structure.

· Read their personal statement through carefully and try to practise saying more about some of the points they make.

· Prepare some questions in case they are asked, even if this means having two or three written on a scrap piece of paper to remind them.  It always looks (and feels) better if they ask a question or two even if it’s only to check something they heard earlier in the interview or something they read in the prospectus.

· This may sound obvious but it is incredibly important that students plan their journey!  Our transport system is not always reliable, especially in the depths of winter when interviews tend to take place so they should make allowances for this.  Much better to be early enough to have a walk around the campus and a cup of coffee than be late and in a desperate rush.  It’s easier to be late for an interview for a college or university just ‘down the road’ than one much farther away so don’t let your students be complacent.
· Students should work out how they want to appear – reasonably smart but comfortable is the most sensible.  This will be interpreted differently by different people so they should think about it carefully and not five minutes before they depart for their interview.  They should not wear a suit necessarily if it is going to make them fee uncomfortable.

Presentation

· If you are applying for a vocational degree (for example, medicine or hotel management) dress smartly and appropriately.

· For most degrees, dress in clothing that you feel comfortable with, and that will not distract the interviewer from the points you want to make.

· Do not chew gum – whatever course you are applying for!

· Think about what your body language is conveying.  Do not sit slumped in your seat wearing a baseball cap!  It is important to engage with the interviewer from the start.

· When it comes to handshakes, sitting down, starting to talk, and so on, take your lead from the interviewer.

· Work on making eye contact, regulating your voice levels and putting across an appropriate level of friendliness and warmth.
	
	Interviewers’ questions

Listed below is a selection of general questions which applicants tend to be asked.  Some are tough and only some may come a student’s way.  It’s best to practice and give the matter some serious thought beforehand.

Remember: most questions are likely to be subject-specific so it’s a good idea to prepare with a subject teacher if possible.

· What attracts you to this particular course?  Why do you want to come here? (NB – glib answers like “because it’s the best” will not be convincing unless the student can substantiate this when asked “why?”).

· Why do you want to study ….? The interviewer will be looking for the student to show enthusiasm and that they really care about the subject so they should think of evidence to back up whatever they say.

· What do you think is the value of studying?  (Whatever course they have applied for).

· What do you expect to gain from your time here, apart from a qualification? And what can you offer to the course/university/college/department/student life?

· Why did you choose to do AS/A Levels/Vocational A Levels?
· I see you are interested in …  How did you get involved?  What do you get from it?

· What do you think society gains from people studying?

· What have you done to find out about ….? Why do you wish to study it?  What have you read about …? (In particular for any subject new to the student).

· (For vocational courses) What qualities go to make a successful doctor/engineer/teacher, etc?

· Tell me something about your school, college, sixth form.

· Specific questions about a student’s Vocational A-level/AS/A-level course may be asked.

· They often start by asking about what a student has been studying recently.

Students’ questions

· What career prospects for graduates?  Look at what happened to last year’s graduates.

· Opportunities for postgraduate research.

· The study facilities: is the course taught on a single site? Is there a departmental library?

· How is the course taught? The balance between tutorials, seminars, practical and lab work (if a science-based course) and lectures.

· Whether there is a personal tutor system and/or other personal support for students.

· (For sandwich courses)  How are work placements organised?  Who is responsible for finding the placement?

· Accommodation: what different kinds are there?  Is it guaranteed in the first year?


2. ‘Tell me more about yourself’

As well as questions specifically related to your chosen course, interviewers are highly likely to throw in some more general topic for discussion.  In doing so, they are trying to discover more about your personality, your values and your outlook on life.  Here is a list of examples, with some hints from us about how to formulate your answers.  

Remember:  you could be asked some or none of these questions.

At the end of this section you will find some very perceptive comments given by real-life sixth-formers soon after their university interviews.  Their advice is worth reading.

Sample interview questions

· Tell us about your school subjects.

· What grades do you expect to get?

· What is your strongest subject?

· Make sure you are positive in your answers.  If you have found a subject or topic difficult, what steps have you taken to overcome this?

· Why have you applied to this university?

· This is your chance to show that you have read the prospectus, looked at the website and visited on the university open day.

· Why have you applied for a deferred entry?

· What plans have you got for your year off?

· If you have had a year off, what did you do and what did you learn from it?

· Most admissions tutors will be happy with any gap-year plans, as long as you know what you are going to do, where are  you are going to do it, when you are going to do it, why you are doing it and who you are doing it with.

· What do you do in your spare time?

· What books do you read?

· What are your musical interests?

· What sports do you like?

· What is the outside interest you would most like to pursue at university?

· Please make sure that you reread your personal statement thoroughly, reminding yourself of any points that you might be questioned on.

· How did you become a senior prefect at school and what does it entail?

· How did you get to be assistant editor of your school magazine?

· What did you do for your Duke of Edinburgh’s Award?

· Tell us about your work experience.

· Think about how these questions can be related to the course you are applying for.

· What have you got to offer this course?

· Why do you think we should accept you?

· If I made you an offer of AAA, would you be depressed or would you think, ‘Go for it!’?

· If you were a teacher describing yourself, what would you say?

· What are your qualities and what are your bad points?

· If you have a problem, how do you cope with it?
· Admissions tutors are now fed up with people saying things like, ‘I’m enthusiastic, I can work in a team, I have good communication skills,’ without any real evidence.  Think of examples and evidence (maybe from a part-time job).  Otherwise these statements are meaningless.

· Are you ambitious?

· What are your main ambitions?

· What are your career aims?

· What challenges are you looking for?

· Do you have any heroes?

· These questions are intended to discover whether you know where you are going in life and how you are going to get there.  Someone who is hopeful about the future will always impress.

Students’ comments

· ‘The man who showed us round the department turned out to be the interviewer, so you have to be conscious of making a good impression all the time.’

· ‘Make sure you can justify/defend everything you put on your UCAS form.’

· ‘It’s important to be properly prepared.  I made a list of all the possible questions I would be asked and how to answer them.  I also made a list of all the questions I could ask about the course – number of teachers, types of projects, etc.’

· ‘I had developed some outline answers in my mind, which were very useful, but I’m glad I didn’t go into the interview room with a set of stock memorized answers to a set of stock questions.  I was asked questions I wasn’t quite expecting and I was asked questions from a different angle from how I was expecting.’

· ‘My interviews might have gone badly if I hadn’t prepared some questions of my own to ask, as the very first thing they asked me was, “Have you got any questions?”

· ‘It’s good to know a bit about the college and course beforehand.  For example, I was asked a question about social anthropology, which I was prepared for because I knew it was the tutor’s research area (you can look in the course prospectus).’

· ‘They didn’t ask me about things I hadn’t learnt at school.  They didn’t try to catch me out.  Or if they did it was too subtle for me to notice!’

· ‘The phone rang in the middle.’

· ‘I think that the hostile interviewer was just trying to put me under pressure to see how I would react.’

· ‘The panel did not look up once.  They simply took notes and made no comment to my answers.  At the end they told me they had many people to see, so they interrupted me as I was answering a question and asked me to leave.  So I was really surprised to get an offer of CCC.  The interview was dreadful and I was expecting a rejection.

· I arrived slightly late due to transport problems but they didn’t seem to mind.  It did, however, put me ill at ease and I was somewhat disorientated as I was called for interview as soon as I arrived.  This should be avoided at all costs!’

· ‘The people interviewing you are the cleverest in the world.  There’s no point trying to trick them by pretending to have read books you haven’t – they personally know the authors!’

· ‘Never pretend you have nice intelligent hobbies such as art or stamp collecting – these guys are experts on everything.’

· ‘Don’t be worried if everyone around you seems like a brain in a jar – it’s not all they’re looking for 


(I hope)!’

UCAS APPLY – YOUR APPLICATION - STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE.

If you are considering applying to any course in Oxford or Cambridge, or a course in Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science or Veterinary Medicine, please remember that these courses have an earlier deadline.

You will complete your application online –this means it can be done on any device which has internet access.

Keep your username, password and personal ID safe – you will need these and I cannot change them for you.

NOTE ALSO – UNIVERSITY ADMISSIONS TUTORS LOOK AT YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS – MAKE SURE IT IS SENSIBLE!!!

1. Go to www.ucas.com and click on ‘Sign in’.
2. Click on ‘Register’ and fill in your details.
Make sure you DO NOT use your school email address… your school email address will not work after June and therefore you will not receive very important emails from UCAS!

3. Verify your account by going to your email account.
4. When the welcome screen comes up click on ‘Ready?’

5. When asked which year do you want to start your studies click on 2023. If you plan to defer (take a year out) then you still click on 2023. Later, when choosing your course, you can note that it is for deferred entry.
6. For level of study choose ‘Undergraduate’.
7. Choose if you would like additional information on apprenticeships and/or conservatoires (music courses).
8. When asked where you live simply enter your postcode.
9. Enter your preferences – these are completely up to you.
10. You will be taken to your UCAS Hub… this has everything you need in the one place:

e.g. Start your application / Search for courses / Personal Statement Builder / Dates and deadlines / Upcoming events / Tariff calculator / Notifications / Favourites etc.
11. Click on ‘Your Applications’.
12. Click ‘Yes’ when asked if applying from school, college or centre.
13. Click ‘Continue’ to enter the buzzword – this links you to school so that we can help you with your application and attach a reference.
14. Enter the buzzword cgs2023 (case sensitive)

15. Confirm the buzzword is for Carrickfergus Grammar School by clicking ‘Yes’

16. When asked to choose a group select ‘Default’…

17. You are now in a position to begin your application… MAKE A NOTE OR YOUR PERSONAL ID NUMBER (top right of the screen). You will need this for any communication you have with UCAS.

THE FOLLOWING PAGES WILL GUIDE YOU THROUGH EACH OF THE SUB-SECTIONS. 

READ THEM CAREFULLY BEFORE COMPLETING EACH SECTION!
TOP TIPS

· When you have completed each section, make sure to click on ‘Mark this section as complete’ and ‘Save this section’. If you don’t you may lose the information you have entered.

· Move on to each new section by clicking on the appropriate sub-heading in the banner to the left hand side.
· Start your application by scrolling down and clicking on ‘Personal details’…
· You don’t have to answer all questions - only those with an asterix*.
PERSONAL DETAILS  
· Simply enter personal details here.

· Tick ‘Mark this section as complete’ and click on ‘Save this section’. If you don’t, you will lose the information you entered and the section will show as incomplete.
CONTACT AND RESIDENCY DETAILS 

· Enter your telephone number(s).
· Enter your email address if not already entered for you.
· Under ‘Postal address’ choose UK address.
· Enter your postcode and then select your address or enter manually.
· Choose if you want a ‘Nominated access’ – someone else to act or speak on your behalf about your application. If you choose Yes, enter their details.
· Select if your home address is the same as your postal address – does your post get delivered to your home?!?

· If Yes (which is most likely), choose County Antrim from the next drop down box.
· Residential category is ‘UK citizen – Northern Ireland’.

· Tick ‘Mark this section as complete’ and click on ‘Save this section’.
NATIONALITY DETAILS 

N/B these questions are in relation to fees and funding; they are not political. Therefore, if you were born in Northern Ireland you should use ‘UK national’ as your nationality. 

· Up to 3 straightforward questions. Complete as appropriate.

· Tick ‘Mark this section as complete’ and click on ‘Save this section’.
SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

· 2 straightforward questions. Answer as appropriate.
· Tick ‘Mark this section as complete’ and click on ‘Save this section’.
ENGLISH LANGUAGE SKILLS 

· Answer the question, ‘Is English your first language?’.
· If you answer ‘No’, you will be asked for certificate numbers for Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) and/or International English Language Testing System (IELTS). There is no asterix * beside these options though so you can still mark the section as complete without this information.
· Tick ‘Mark this section as complete’ and click on ‘Save this section’.
FINANCE AND FUNDING

This section is about how you will pay your tuition fees. Most, if not all of you, will use a tuition fee loan from Student Finance NI. If you plan to pay tuition fees up front then please speak to me before completing this section.

· If applying for tuition fee loan (most, if not all, of you) then choose ‘UK, ChI, loM, or EU student finance services’ from the drop down menu.

· An extra drop down menu will appear for Student Support Arrangements - select ‘NIBd – North Eastern’.
· Tick ‘Mark this section as complete’ and click on ‘Save this section’.
EDUCATION 

THIS IS THE SECTION WHERE MOST MISTAKES ARE MADE – READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS VERY CAREFULLY!
· Click to ‘Add place of education’.
· Enter details of post-primary schools you have attended – for most of you it will just be CGS. 

· Enter school/college/centre name (as you start typing the school name will appear – just click on it).
· Centre Number (71417) should already be entered.

· Start date to this school was 09 (Sept) 2016 if you have been here since Year 8.
· End Date is 06 (June) 2023.
· Type of study is Full time.
· Select ‘Yes’ to answer the next question ‘Do you, or will you, have any qualifications from this centre?’
· Click on ‘Save’.
ADD YOUR QUALIFICATIONS – EACH QUALIFICATION LEVEL IS COMPLETED SEPARATELY! i.e. your GCSEs (or equivalent), then your AS and then your pending A2s.
ADDING GCSE SUBJECTS:

In the banner that now displays the school’s details, click on ‘Add qualification’. 

You will now go through quite the process of adding all your GCSEs: 

· Click on GCSE (Grade A*-G)

· Add details of one of your subjects then click on ‘Save and add another’.

· Qualification date for GCSEs is 06/2021. For anyone who did their GCSE Maths in Year 11 make sure to use 06/2020 for it.

· Most of your courses are CCEA but (at GCSE) UCAS calls this NICCEA – HOWEVER DO CHECK THE EXAM BOARD WITH TEACHING STAFF IF YOU ARE UNSURE.
· Repeat until all GCSEs are added. 
· If you did short course RE then make sure to add this using the ‘GCSE Short Course’ option.
· Finish by clicking ‘Save qualifications’.

ADDING AS LEVEL SUBJECTS:

You now have to repeat the process for your AS subjects:
(NB/ Accounting and Photography are not assessed at AS and so they should not be added under AS qualifications)

· In the banner that displays the school details, click on ‘Add qualification’ again. 

· This time click on GCE Advanced Subsidiary

· Enter subject name

· Qualification date for AS is 06/2022.
· Most of your courses are CCEA – HOWEVER DO CHECK THE EXAM BOARD WITH TEACHING STAFF IF YOU ARE UNSURE e.g. Accounting and Photography are AQA.
· Enter your grade… DUE TO A SOFTWARE CONDITION YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ENTER ‘PENDING’ HER. You have 2 options instead: 

1. Enter the grade you hope to get. If you get a different grade, go back and change it after Results Day. 
2. Change the qualification date (entered above) to 09/2022 for now and enter the grade as ‘Pending’. When you know your grade you change both the qualification date and your grade.

· Ignore Module/Unit information

· Click on ‘Save and add another’.

· Repeat until all AS subjects are added. 

· Finish by clicking ‘Save qualifications’.

ADDING A2 SUBJECTS

You now have to repeat the process for your A2 subjects:
(NB/ Accounting and Photography pupils should enter your subject here only, not under AS)
· In the banner that has the school details, click on ‘Add qualification’ again. 

· This time click on GCE Advanced Level

· Enter subject name

· Qualification date for A2 subjects is 06/2023. 

· Use same Exam body as used for AS.
· For grade select ‘Pending’ as you will not know this when sending your application.

· Ignore Module/Unit information

· Click on ‘Save and add another’.

· Repeat until all A2s are added. 

· Finish by clicking ‘Save qualifications’.

Other types of qualification e.g. BTEC Subsidiary Diploma - keep adding them until you have put in all qualifications you have.

Music Examinations - These may also be entered using the drop-down menus. Make sur to enter these as they may get you UCAS points!

· Ignore the question on Unique Learner Number.

· Answer the question ‘Please state the highest level of qualification…’. Select ‘Below honours degree level qualifications’ from the drop down list.
· Tick ‘Mark this section as complete’ and click on ‘Save this section’.
EMPLOYMENT
· Complete as appropriate. Don’t include work experience; only paid employment. 

· If you haven’t had any employment, leave the section blank, but mark section as complete and save.

PERSONAL STATEMENT

Read guide to writing your personal statement (opens in a new window) which should help you complete this section. Also watch the help videos on the UCAS website.

You will have additional guidance on this.  
UCAS has highly sensitive systems for detecting even the lowest level of plagiarism – DO NOT PLAGIARISE.

When you have pasted your final version into this section click on ‘Save and Preview’.

If you are happy with it click on ‘Save draft’.
CHOICES

Make sure you are searching for courses for the academic year 2023-24!! Use the Course Search Tool (https://digital.ucas.com/search) to help identify which courses you want to apply for. 

You do NOT have to have all choices added at the time of application. Further choices can be added at a later date SO LONG AS THEY ARE ADDED BY THE UCAS DEADLINES OF 15 OCTOBER (EARLY APPLICANTS) OR 15 JANUARY (EVERYTHING ELSE). IF COURSES ARE NOT ADDED BY THESE DATES THEY WILL BE CONSIDERED A LATE APPLICATION AND WILL NOT RECEIVE EQUAL CONSIDERATION.

You may apply for five courses.  Remember – you may only apply for up to four courses in Dentistry, Medicine, Veterinary Medicine and Veterinary Science.  Your fifth course may be any other choice.  

Also, only one application to one course at either Oxford or Cambridge.  

· Choices are added on your main UCAS Application (overview) page 

· Click on the large blue banner that says ‘Add choice’ 

· Enter university/college name

· Enter the course title

· Choose the location

· Choose the Start date – September 2023 (if you want to defer for a year choose September 2024)

· Point of entry level – default will be 1st year unless you are doing a foundation course

· Select whether or not you will be living at home while studying. If unsure don’t worry - just go with what you think at this stage.

· Click Save

· When you’ve added all the choices you want to make click on ‘Mark complete’
REVIEW AND SUBMIT
When you are satisfied that you have completed all sections you should click on ‘Review and submit’.

Check over your application to make sure the details are correct.

Payment is quicker/easier if made online by debit or credit card, however if this poses a problem you can pay the school by cash/cheque and then we can pay UCAS. HOWEVER, YOUR APPLICATION WILL NOT BE PROCESSED BY A UCAS ADVISOR IN SCHOOL UNTIL WE RECEIVE PAYMENT.
AFTER YOU PAY AND SEND THE APPLICATION IT DOES NOT YET GO TO UCAS… IT COMES THROUGH TO US IN SCHOOL TO DO A SECONDARY CHECK. THIS WILL ONLY BE TO CHECK CERTAIN KEY DETAILS ARE PRESENT. 

IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO MAKE SURE THAT ALL DETAILS ARE ACCURATE.

Once you do this the form is locked and you will be unable to access it unless it is returned to you by one of the school UCAS team, so only send it when you are sure your application is as you want it. 
Good luck and get going!  

YOUR COMPLETION DEADLINE IS 

FRIDAY 21st OCTOBER**

** Early applicant completion deadline is Monday 3rd October
