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Carrickfergus Grammar School is delighted to announce the appointment of Mr Mark Roberts from 
January 2021. 

Mark Roberts is one of the UK’s leading experts in raising standards and outcomes for boys, and is co-
author of the Amazon bestseller ‘Boys Don’t Try?’, which explores strategies for attaining the highest 
educational outcomes for boys.  
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Boys-Dont-Rethinking-Masculinity-Schools/dp/0815350252 
Mr Roberts has also recently had a book published on revision strategies for GCSE English Language, 
to much acclaim.  
https://www.amazon.co.uk/cant-revise-English-Roberts-shows/dp/0008392803 
A regular columnist for the Times Educational Supplement and current Assistant Principal in a school in 
England, Mr Roberts’ appointment to Carrickfergus Grammar School is a first for Northern Ireland. The 
school has become the first school in the country to appoint a Director of Research. Mr Roberts will work 
three days per week as a teacher of English, and in the remaining two days will undertake the role of 
Director of Research, working alongside staff to ensure that our students receive the highest quality 
education any school could offer, with a particular focus on raising educational outcomes for boys and 
helping to develop teaching and learning strategies which will give all our students the edge in later life. 
Speaking of the appointment, Mr Maxwell, Principal said: “We are absolutely thrilled to have Mark Roberts 
join Carrickfergus Grammar School. Mark is renowned in educational circles in the United Kingdom and 
around the world, and his appointment here reflects the ambition, drive and vision of Carrickfergus 
Grammar School in the next years to become a world-class centre of educational excellence, offering 
our students the best education possible linked to evidence-based research. In January 2020 
Carrickfergus Grammar School became the first Grammar School in Northern Ireland to go into 
partnership with the UK’s Teacher Development Trust, and Mark will work alongside Governors and staff 
to ensure that the standards and outcomes achieved by students at this school are amongst the best to 
be found anywhere. We are very excited at his appointment.” 

 

Carrickfergus Grammer School has moved to an online 

payment system for school lunches. You will be able to 

order and pay for your child’s school lunch a week in 

advance. This will consist of hot or cold ‘grab and go’ bags 

which students will bring to their designated room or 

outside area. The set standard price is £2.90. Your child 

will be able to supplement the ‘grab and go’ bag with salad, 

a biscuit or fruit at no extra charge when they collect their 

bag. The menu is available in Parentmail (Accounts) now 

and orders for next week must be placed by this Thursday, 

17th September at the latest. Parents of children entitled 

to free school meals must also make menu choices 

through the system, without the need at the end for 

payment. 

 

Parents and pupils are reminded that 

FRIDAY 25th SEPTEMBER is a School 

Development Day - pupils should NOT 

attend school that day. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Boys-Dont-Rethinking-Masculinity-Schools/dp/0815350252?fbclid=IwAR1u6aVFZ-bn-rXKHqeVjLg1r5Q0CmE15GBhmqVZGRdoGvORUnCS4W9E55I
https://www.amazon.co.uk/cant-revise-English-Roberts-shows/dp/0008392803?fbclid=IwAR1u6aVFZ-bn-rXKHqeVjLg1r5Q0CmE15GBhmqVZGRdoGvORUnCS4W9E55I


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well Done Lucy Hanna! 

On 29th July 2020 Lucy (Year 10) 

donated 15 inches of her hair to the 

Little Princess Trust, who supply free 

real hair wigs to children and young 

people up to the age of 24 who have lost 

their hair going through cancer 

treatment and other conditions.  Lucy 

also raised an amazing £1275 which 

she donated to Cancer Focus NI Family 

Support. 

 

Has your child signed up for ALL 

of their Google Classrooms? A 

Google Classroom has been set 

up for each academic subject – 

please check that your child has 

signed up for each subject 

‘classroom’, using the codes 

provided at the beginning of term.  

 

UCAS 

Year 14 pupils have been emailed a spreadsheet detailing who their designated teacher is for Personal Statement checking 
and for reference writing. Check the lists carefully as you may have a different teacher for each. 

You must EMAIL your personal statement to your designated teacher ASAP, but no later than Friday 25 September. 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://reviews.financesonline.com/p/google-classroom/&psig=AOvVaw3LdJQsr86RNbDVqX0LFBNX&ust=1600264419780000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIDhhN2n6-sCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ

